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5 The pipe argan
has been a vial part
of oouslcal history for
cermiuries, and there
are asmail number
of countries that
have made ramen-
dously lapactful
contributians to its physical construeton and
musical ineage, Including the German Batoque
composers (cutminating in the works of LS.
Bach} and the 1gth- and 20th-century French
schoal, which led to the develapment of the
organ syraphory With a heritage dordnared
by mmisical ronialiths, it ks eagy to Hrget that
there ks wonthwhile organ muske writen by
composers In oiher cotmiries not immedlaely
considered synonymaons with the pipe argan,
Including the Baliic States, Russia and Poland.
It 15 this latter counry that recelves
organist Gall Archer’s full focus on Contius,
a recording which presents highlights from
two centuries of Polish composers and their
wiorks, ranging from Romanth: symphonies
to avant-garde masterpieces. Highllghts
Inchade Fellx Nowowiepki's Symphany
No.8 which, abthough writen in one move-
ment, s In three distinct sections, Including a
sotemn funeral march, and Henrvlk Gorecki's
Kantata Goreckd is perhaps Polamd's most
famous 2oth-cemtury composer, whose Third
Symphony - “Symphony of Sorfow ful Songs”
achieved Intermational recognition and esab-
iished his place a5 ane of the most Imporan
coltemparary cornposers of the tlme,
Although many consider the pipe organ to
be an old insitrament that plays okl musie,
there is stlll pew material belng wrirten today,
and & & wonderful to encounter a varety
of zoth- and oust-century cofiposers and
thelr works on Cartius, experily lnrerpreted
by Archer. i Is not an easy %4t to achleve
convincing performances of high-density

madernscores, but she does so with apparent
ense and undeniable success.
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